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Toys "R" Us officials "R" thrilled that they "R" coming to Holyoke. 


"It's exciting, anticipating being in the mall," said Michael Miller, Toys "R" Us senior vice president of real 
estate from his office in Paramus, N.J. "We feel that there is no store like ours in the mall, and that we're 
bringing in something that people will really enjoy and benefit from." 


Toys "R" Us, one of the new anchor stores in the expanded Holyoke Mall at Ingleside, celebrates its grand 
opening on Saturday with a public party from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m - including free gifts for children and 
appearances by Toys "R" Us mascot Geoffrey and some of his cartoon-come-to-life pals, Bugs Bunny, 
Sylvester, and Tweety. 


While the grand opening party is obviously the immediate focus of excitement for people connected with 
Toys "R" Us, they're perhaps more enthused with prospects of the long haul: testing the strong Toys "R" Us 
track record in the new Holyoke market. 


"What we bring to the mall is a larger selection of toys and prices," Miller pulled no punches. "The smaller 
stores in the mall that carry toys certainly can't match the quantity and depth of prices that we carry. 


"We'll have approximately 16,000 varieties," Miller said. "We carry a full line of children's toys, such as wheel 
goods (bicycles, tricycles, etc.) board games; electronics; some packaged foods, candies and so forth; school 
supplies; sporting equipment; books; educational products; plus, a full range of products for infants and 
preschoolers. 


Toys "R" Us touts itself as the world's biggest toy store chain, with over 900 stores internationally. It also 
operates over 204 sister Kids "R" Us children's clothing stores, with one joining the new Toys "R" Us store in 
Holyoke. Net sales for the company's 1994 fiscal year, which ended in January, were reported at $8.7 billion, a 
10 percent increase over the previous year. Net earnings were reported at $532 million, also a 10 percent 
increase. 


The new store will have approximately 32,000 square feet of floor space. From Thanksgiving through 
Christmas, Miller said, its hours will be from 8 a.m. to midnight, with normal hours matching the rest of the 
mall's. 

"When you ask what we'll bring to the mall," Miller said, "| guess one big thing is that feeling that someone 
gets when they walk into one of our stores: it's really awesome when you walk in and see 32,000 square feet 


filled with toys. 


"Everyone is a kid at heart, adults included. And people's eyes do light up when they come in. It's that 
Christmas feeling, and our store is like that all year 'round." 


@Toys "R" Us is one of the new anchors in the expanded section of Holyoke Mall. 
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